SCOPE  OF   THIS  BOOK           15
elist; for that, the reader must be referred to iy able works by learned Frenchmen who have Le a lifelong study of the subject. It is iten, however, in the hope that the admirers of age'nie Grandet " and " Le Pere Goriot " may
to read something of the author of these terpieces, and that even those who only know
great French novelist by reputation may be rested to hear a little about the restless life of ian who was a slave to his genius—was driven its insistent voice to engage in work which
enormously difficult to him, to lead an ormal and unhealthy life, and to wear out his berant physical strength prematurely. He died i his powers at their highest and his great task inished ; and a sense of thankfulness for his own liocrity fills the reader, when he reaches the
of the life of Balzac.me his
